EDC Grant Midterm Report 2012-2013

Date: 15 January, 2013

Title of Project:  Resource Repository for Sustainability Education and Leadership

Principal Investigator: Alice Cassidy

Co-investigators: NA
Overview of the project: 

By the end of the project, I want to have a link to an online repository of publications and other written material, descriptions of programs and other resources about sustainability education and leadership. These materials will be freely available to EDC and other members of the teaching and learning, scholarship of teaching and learning and educational development communities to help:

· Faculty, graduate students and others who teach to introduce or enhance aspects of sustainability in courses and programs

· Educational developers to design workshops and programs to support faculty, graduate students and others who teach to bring sustainability into their teaching practices

· Directors and associate directors of teaching support centres and senior administrators to be change agents in starting or moving forward with sustainability education and leadership on their campuses.

Progress toward stated goals of the project at the midterm point: 

The goals for July and August, 2012 were to:

Goal 1) Identify and hire one graduate student and one undergraduate student, ideally from different post-secondary institutions.

Progress:

I hired two students. We began with a set of resources that I have been collecting for a while, with the help of students who have worked with me on other projects (Sarah Nyrose, Angela Willock, Yona Sipos) as well as through listserv and email conversations with colleagues and contributions from participants in a workshop that Yona, Sarah and I designed and lead at UBC. 
Goal 2) Determine a protocol to search for material from a variety of sources

Progress:

We started with an initial set of resources was posted on my website (http://cassidyinview.wordpress.com/publications-and-other-resources/sustainability-education-and-leadership/resources/ ) and included a total of 89 items in the categories of Programs (17), Organizations (10), Journals (9), Journal publications, (17) Books (8) and Other resources 7) from 21 contributors.
I wanted to develop the protocol in collaboration with the students, as noted below:

The next set of goals, taking place from August, 2012 through April, 2013 were:

Goal 1) Work with the students to determine the focus and work scope for each of us on the project. 

Progress:  

Noted below is what we collectively came up with in terms of dividing the work load, and also details about each of the two students hired on the project:

Alice Cassidy, Principal Applicant, In View Education and Professional Development alicecas@telus.net 
· overall organization

· timelines

· update reports

· emails to listservs to seek information and to ask people involved in sustainability education and leadership  “What are you looking for? What could you use?”

Yona Sipos, Doctoral Candidate, University of British Columbia ysipos@gmail.com 
· focusing on journals and journal publications

Braydon Walker, 3rd year undergraduate student, Engineering, Carleton University braydon.walker@hotmail.com 

- focusing on programs, organizations and “other”

Yona started work on 17 July, 2012 and Braydon on 11 September, 2012. 

Goal 2) Conduct searches for material, with monthly updates to me

Progress:

I set up a system in Dropbox for us to share documents and updates. Yona and Braydon each created a timesheet to keep track of their time; this has been very helpful know at a glance how and when they are using their time, and to expedite arrangements to pay them. 

The students also created files and systems to show how they conducted their searches such as listing the words and phrases they used in searches and how many hits those produced, adding highlighting to some of the references to make notes of special interest for further exploration, and creating folders of material still to look through for references to add to the repository. We three stay in touch via email and via regular updates to the master document in Dropbox, noting each time updates are made, and sharing other successes.

As a result of the students’ hard work, as of January, 2013, the resources now include a total of 341 items in the categories of Programs (23), Organizations (26), Journals (21), Journal publications (225), Books (11) and Other resources (14), still from 21 contributors. I am grateful to Yona and Braydon for their dedication and work that has resulted in an addition of 252 references!

Because the funds on this grant are used exclusively to hire students, invited them to share something of their learning during this project and here is what they say:

Braydon:  Since starting to work on this project I have learned a great deal about sustainability and how it can be incorporated not only in our daily lives but in all forms of classrooms as well. I have found dozens of programs that are being offered all over Canada that specialize in teaching everything from the basics of sustainability to our youth to the more advanced programs that are offered at university levels that I would have otherwise never known existed. 

I have also learned that there are many organizations in many cities across Canada that are promote sustainability and get the community to be aware of the issues that we as a global community face. Before starting my research I was completely unaware of the amount of information available online to the general public. As a result, I have developed my skills at being able to consolidate the broad spectrum of ideas and view points on sustainability in order to share them with those who are unaware of the level of support and information there is. I have also become faster and more efficient at searching for new information on the Internet and citing my findings. 

Yona:  As a doctoral candidate nearing completion of my degree, I am personally and professionally benefiting from working on the Resource Repository for Sustainability Education and Leadership. Specifically: 
- I am reviewing the academic literature on sustainability education and leadership thereby becoming familiar with many new resources, some of which are directly relevant to my dissertation and research;
- I am gaining further experience in collaborative teamwork through working with Dr. Alice Cassidy, an instructor, and Braydon Walker, an undergraduate student; and
- I am gaining experience that is relevant to future consulting work, specifically through the mentorship of Dr. Alice Cassidy

I think that hearing the voices of the students we are able to hire on grants such as this make it all worthwhile (that and of course all the great work that they do to help EDC members and other teaching and learning colleagues!)

Goal 3) Watch for Calls for Proposals to EDC and STLHE conferences, submitting to present about the repository.

Progress: See below under Conference sessions and Publications.

Barriers/challenges encountered and plans for problem-solving:

Challenge:  I needed to find a way to deposit the grant cheque given then I do not have a separate bank account for my consulting practice, nor a budget at the University of British Columbia. 
Solution:  Partner with Dr. Joanne Fox in the Michael Smith Laboratories (MSL), Faculty of Science, making use of a budget that relates to science education. I am very grateful to Joanne, as well as Mrs. Darlene Crowe and Ms. Pal Bains in MSL for their assistance. We now have a system in place for paying the students and tracking the funds (in addition to my own book-keeping.)

Conference Presentations and/or publications based on the project, to date or planned
Conferences Presentations:

Why did the sustainability educator/leader cross the boundary? To walk the talk with learners. Alice Cassidy, Yona Sipos and Sarah Nyrose. STLHE 30 minute interactive session, June, 2012.

Though we submitted and had this session accepted before we knew the outcome of the 2012 EDC grants, it is very connected and we let participants know that we would call upon them to add to the repository once we heard the news.

Who? Us? What can EDs do about the really big issues: global warming and sustainability? Vivian Neal, Simon Fraser University; Alice Macpherson, Kwantlen Polytechnic University and Alice Cassidy, University of British Columbia. EDC 90 minute interactive session, accepted, February, 2013

We will present on the state of educational development in the area of sustainability and help participants consider how to leverage this knowledge at their own institution, and how to share best practices and resources. The resource repository is an important aspect of this session.

Get one, give one:  sustainability resources. Alice Cassidy. STLHE Roundtable, submitted to the 2013 STLHE. 
This session focuses on the resource repository, explaining what it is and what it does, I will use a card trading game to find out what participants are looking for in terms of resources, what they can share, and what the repository might provide. As I say in the abstract, if no on around the table can help someone with something they want, the students on the EDC grant project will do their best to find it.  

Publications:

Cassidy, A., Y. Sipos and S. Nyrose. In press. Supporting Sustainability Education and Leadership:  Strategies for Students, Faculty and the Planet. Handbook of Research on Transnational Higher Education Management. Hershey, PA:  IGI Global.

In this book chapter, planned for publication in April, 2013, some resources and summaries produced by Yona and Sarah appear in the chapter and we cite the EDC grant in the Acknowledgements.
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