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Central to STLHE and EDC is the development of our future professoriate through services and programs. There is a recent national sense of urgency in that graduate students are lacking “an array of non-technical skills such as leadership, project management, communication, integrity, intellectual property management, and critical thinking” that are critical for new academics [1]. Although the literature on the graduate student development is prolific [2-5], little is known about the core competencies that U.S. and Canadian GSD programs ascribe to. Most studies focus on institutional or program specific competencies. This presentation provides a survey of the common and unique competencies that graduate student development programs and services ascribe to across U.S. and Canadian institutions of higher education. Added to this is the knowledge about education developers’ confidence in and preparation for developing competencies in their graduate students. The former will guide development of graduate students whereas the latter will enable us to identify key areas for career development of STLHE and EDC members, especially our neophyte faculty developers responsible for graduate student development.

The study, representing US and Canada graduate student developers will explore core competencies, areas of graduate student development perceived as important, and the levels of confidence and training that graduate student developers currently have. The data has been collected. The next steps are to do the analyses, provide the discussion and conclusion sections.

Timeline: May 2009 Data Analysis and Discussion Writing; June 2009 Final Research Report for STLHE workshop presentation; July 2009 integrate the criticisms and suggestions from the STLHE presentation and prepare for the POD 2009 presentation; Oct 2009 – POD presentation; integrate the criticisms and suggestions from the POD presentation and prepare for dissemination into one of the Higher Education journals (i.e., Journal of Higher Education).

